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Please email all copy to nuttree.editor@yahoo.com or post to ‘Tremaye’
Downderry by the 17th of the preceding month. We try to ensure a monthly copy
arrives on the doorstep for each resident of St Germans and Deviock parishes, with
useful information about the community news and event. We welcome any new
contributors, however we do not advertise commercial businesses.
Any enquiries, please email or ring 250629

Nature
Several days in the first half of January have been mild enough to encourage
several insects to emerge. I have already noted the odd wasp, hoverfly and
bumblebee. In past years a Small Tortoiseshell butterfly has been flying around the
house, having hibernated in a dark recess. It is not unusual to observe a large queen
Buff-tailed Bumblebee on warm days as it visits garden flowers and catkins at this
time of year. Encouraged by the warmth the bee has to restore energy lost during its
long hibernation, but in poor weather it will return to a shelter perhaps with other
queens. Individuals have been observed emerging from crocuses early in the
morning suggesting that they spent the night there.
A good time to observe queens is in March as blackthorns come into flower. It is at
this time that they will be searching out nest sites, an activity that will continue
until May. Spring is a good time to identify different species because most
bumblebees will be well-marked queens. At this point it is worth emphasising the
importance of gardens for insects, especially if you are able to grow the grass
long, retain hedges and compost heaps, leave a few untidy areas, avoid
pesticides and grow flowers rich in nectar. Some bees will also nest in your
outhouse or garden shed. Be brave and be rewarded.
Alan Payne
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From the Parishes – St Germans
First some good news. Whilst Cornwall council tax may rise by 3.9% the Parish
part (precept) for St Germans Parish will remain the same.
Most of you may have seen the speed warning flashing sign in Polbathic. When it
was not flashing it was still recording traffic speeds.
From an earlier survey we found that westbound traffic from Torpoint to
Trerulefoot goes through Polbathic at an average speed 2 miles per hour higher than
eastbound traffic.
The latest survey showed that the speed of the slower moving traffic (eastbound)
had an average speed of 36.5 miles per hour in the 30 limit – and that over 30% of
traffic was over 40mph and that 1.8% of vehicles were over 55mph in the 30 limit that is 250 vehicles in 9 days. As a result of this and other traffic\parking problems
being raised with Councillors, we are going to run public traffic consultations to see
how we can help to address these and other concerns.
We have booked the following:
Monday 1st April 2019 at Tideford British Legion from 2pm - 8pm
Thursday 4th April 2019 at Polbathic Village Hall from 2pm - 8pm
Wednesday 1st May 2019 at the Eliot Hall St Germans from 2pm – 8pm
These consultations are to give you the opportunity to talk with your Councillors
about traffic issues generally and propose your solutions to the problems as you see
them. We hope to have maps, charts and even the reasons why some solutions work
and some don’t. This will be followed by a survey both online and paper to give a
better overall plan.
The information that we have now is that speed visor signs can reduce excessive
speeding by 50%. The Council think that two signs are necessary in Polbathic with
new road markings so at the Polbathic meeting we will want to know the best
position etc and you can help.
At Tideford two big issues are the air quality and the A38 but we do not want these
to obscure smaller changes that could make your life better as far as traffic matter –
things like residential parking rules to ease obstructions, better vision on junctions,
etc.
At St Germans complaints have been raised about obstructive parking, visibility,
the exit from the Eliot Arms and Village Shop, damage to the Old White House,
Festival traffic and speeding.
We hope to see you at one of these sessions as this will help us to help you.
Parish Office opening hours; Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 9.30am – 2.30pm
Emily Young - Parish Clerk. Telephone no. 07845 130596
Or preferably by email – clerk@stgermansparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Deviock

Date of next meeting:Parish Council Meeting: 14th February 2019, 7.30 pm at
Downderry Methodist Church. Planning Committee: 28th February 2019, 6.30 pm
(if required), at Downderry Methodist Church.
DEVIOCK PARISH COUNCIL LOAN FUND The Council provides interest free
loans (up to £1,000) to local organisations for specific projects (subject to
terms and conditions). Please contact the Clerk or one of the councillors if
your organisation thinks it could benefit from this service.
Deviock Parish council have a Clerk Vacancy coming up. An advert will be posted
on notice boards and in the next edition of Nut Tree.
The Deviock Parish Office is located at:- The Vestry, St. Nicolas Church, Main
Road, Downderry PL11 3LE Tel. 01503 250 052 clerk.deviockpc@btinternet.com
Opening hours are:- Wednesdays: 2pm – 4pm, Thursdays: 9am – 12 noon
Check out www.deviockparish.org.uk (Agendas and Minutes are available)
Tim Pullin – Parish Clerk

News from Cornwall Council - Richard Pugh

On 1st January 2019 the energy price cap came into force on
gas and electricity charges in Great Britain. The cap has been
set to ensure energy prices are fair, in line with changes to the underlying costs of
providing the gas and electricity that heats and powers our homes rather than
suppliers profiteering. Around 11 million customers in England, Scotland and
Wales who were on default tariffs-such as standard variable tariffs-will benefit
from the cap. It means that suppliers must cut the price of their default tariffs to the
level of the cap or below it. Customers using a typical amount of gas and electricity
will immediately be around £76 better off with those on the worst deals saving
about £120. Default tariffs are a basic deal from suppliers and are usually the most
expensive you could be on. Over half of all households in Britain are stuck on
default tariffs because they have never switched or done so recently. Find out more
on the Ofgem website. More than a third of homes in Cornwall which had a house
fire in the last year did not have a smoke detector. Of the 304 house fires attended
by firefighters from Cornwall Fire and Rescue service (CFRS) between 1st January
and 1st December 2018, 120 did not have a smoke detector and in a quarter of cases
where a smoke detector had been installed the device did not activate. Cornwall
Fire and Rescue service will fit smoke detectors as part of free Home and Fire
safety checks offered to the more vulnerable members of our community.
Firefighters visit more than 5000 homes across Cornwall each year to give advice
and it is very easy to request a visit. Please contact the Fire and rescue service.
Finally I would like to wish everybody who receives the Nuttree a wonderful 2019.
If I can help anybody with Council related issues please contact me on 01503
220768 or richard.pugh@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk
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Green Tips
In last month's Nut Tree I commented about Climate Change. Here are a few more
suggestions for things you can do to help.
Tree and hedge planting. One of the most important protectors of the planet are
trees. Not only do they absorb carbon from the atmosphere, but in heavy floods
they also help reduce soil erosion. The UK has only 8% of tree cover, compared to
35% in mainland Europe.
Tree planting can be done any time until early April. Easy to grow and of good
wildlife value are oaks, limes, willow, birch, cherry, apples, rowan and beech. Of
course we don't all have space to plant trees, so a good alternative is to have others
plant them for you. Becoming a member of the Cornwall Wildlife Trust or
Woodland Trust will support the work they do.
Equally valuable to tree planting and something most of us can do, is to replace
fences with wildlife hedges. These can make a most attractive garden border. Plant
a wildlife mix of blackthorn, hawthorn, guelder rose, hazel, field maple, crab apple,
wild cherry and dog rose and in years to come you can enjoy birds feasting on the
fruits of your labours.
Want to green your web use? Switch to the search engine Ecosia. It works really
well and uses its profits to plant trees. 46 million so far!
Finally some low carbon food tips from Mike Berners-Lee's excellent book How
Bad Are Bananas?
“Eat what you buy. Ask people how much they'd like before you serve them. Eat
the skins, clean the plates, pick the carcass, save the leftovers. Check what needs
eating when you plan your menus. Keep vegetables in the fridge if you can. Rotate
the contents of your cupboards so the old stuff is at the front. Eradicating waste is
worth a 25% carbon saving for the average shopper.”
For further reading, visit https://sustainablefoodtrust.org
Lizzy Stroud

St Germans & District Garden Club
What a great start to the New Year! Our talk in January was by Gary Long, the
head gardener at Trewithen Gardens. He gave us an amazing talk on the history of
the gardens from the 18th century to the present day. We had a ‘Virtual Tour’ to
show us the gardens as they are now with an insight into the plans to restore them
to their original layout.
This month our meeting is on Wednesday 20th February at 7.30pm in the Eliot Hall
when David Eno is giving a talk on ‘Understanding Plants for better gardening’.
Visitors are always welcome.
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St Germans Priory Church
BOURNEMOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS
‘RESONATE STRINGS’ THURSDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2019 7.30 p.m.
Enjoy world class music played by professional experienced musicians
Please come along and experience this wonderful musical evening.
Tickets £12 /. £8 (under18) Doors open 7.00 p.m. wine available £3 per glass.
Tkts available from St Germans Community Shop , www.crbo.co.uk. or call
01726879500. Please wear warm clothes. We look forward to seeing you.

Downderry and Seaton Village Hall
HALL EVENTS - It's PANTO TIME and this is always a popular
event, so buy your tickets now, after all, you won't want to miss the
Drama Group making fools of themselves or seeing their fabulous
costumes and the scenery. 'What dastardly plot has the evil Zelda Blackadder got in
store for the beautiful Princess Arora. Will the King and Queen be able to keep the
princess safe by hiring a special agent from M15. Who will be the hero on the day
and save the sleeping beauty?' Who: The Downderry and Seaton Village Hall
Drama Group. You will see lots of familiar faces and some making their stage
debut, supported by an innovative production team. What: Sleeping Beauty written
by Julie Petrucci and Chris Shin. Why: To give you a night to remember and help
support the Village Hall. When: 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th February 2019, doors
open 6.30pm for 7.30pm start. Where: Downderry and Seaton Village Hall. How:
Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £3.50 for children. You can purchase tickets online
from the Village Hall website www.downderryandseatonvillagehall.co.uk,
Summink Different in Downderry and The Waves Bar in Seaton. - The next BIG
BREAKFAST is on Saturday 23rd February. So come and enjoy a hearty
breakfast, only £4.95, which includes a tea or coffee. Open from 10am to 1pm. It
could also be the ideal time to get a bargain on the Bric-a-Brac and Book Stall. All
are welcome, including well behaved dogs. - The first BINGO of 2019 is on
Thursday 28th February. Doors open at 6.30pm and eyes down at 7.30pm. Drinks
and snacks can be purchased and there's always a great raffle. - To avoid
disappointment, book at table now at our next Table Top Sale and Craft Fair on
10th March. To book a table complete the online form @
downderryandseatonvillagehall.co.uk or telephone Keith or Mandy Smith on
01503250421. Please note, due to Panto rehearsals and shows, the Village Hall will
be closed for normal business from 3rd to 17th of February and the Snooker Room
from 10th to 17th February.
Coming in March…….
• Friday 1st - AGM with Refreshments after, 7.30pm
• Tuesday 5th - Coffee morning, 10am to noon
• Sunday 10th - Table Top Sale and Craft Fair, 10am to 1pm
Saturday 16th - Big Breakfast & Early Plant Sale, 10am to 1pm
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Downderry and Seaton Community Bus

The next coffee morning for the Downderry Community Bus will be held in St.
Nicolas Church on Friday 15th. February, NOT the Working Mens Club, as the
panto will be in full swing. Sadly, there was no January coffee morning due to the
memorial service for Ken Moore being held on the same day. Therefore, both
January and February numbers will be drawn on 15th. February. PLEASE make
sure you are paid up-to-date, remember, "you have to be in it to win it" !! I look
forward to seeing you at St. Nics on the 15th. Jo. Woodley

No Rules Pumpkin Competition 2019
Information for all competitive pumpkin growers....
Seeds from last years winner of 25 kg will be available from 1 March
2019. Please telephone 01503 230449 or call for details of where to collect the
highly prized seeds. Just to reassure everyone there are no rules as to what you do
to grow the plants. All you have to do is register your entry and collect the seeds.
This year we hope to raise some money for charity so an entry fee of £1 is payable
and you get 2 seeds plus a free melon seed, calculation of points will be done by
multiplying weight by girth. It is hoped that enough pumpkins will be grown to let
the school have them after judging for the school children to have them for the
Halloween celebrations. I note that preliminary tilling of pumpkin growing beds
has already taken place, it is never too late to get out in the fresh air and see what
others are doing. Best of luck, hope you will take part . Martin Reed

British Heart Foundation
Well done and thank you to Matilda (7) and Sebastien Duncan (6) from St Germans
school because on Christmas Eve they sold home-made mince pies and coconut
mice in St Germans in aid of the British Heart Foundation. They were very good
sales people as they made £100.
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St Germans Thursday Club AGM 28th February.
Members (old and new): Have you submitted your nominations and/or volunteered
for the committee yet? Let's keep the club lively at 46 years old, a village institution
we can all enjoy. Why not consider membership? - only £10 yearly - for twice
monthly activities in the Eliot Hall and on outings - stately homes, town visits, river
trips, garden centres etc. We meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month.
Enquiries to Jenny Putt, Chairperson, 230766
See you on 28th Feb. 2:30 pm in the Eliot Hall for the AGM.

The Cornwall Link – Connecting Communities
Have you heard of the Cornwall Link?
It is an online resource created by Age UK Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly for use
by people of all ages to help them find and access the myriad of brilliant services
and groups available in the community. Would you like more people to know about
a group you run?Creating a listing is simple, free and with around a thousand new
users visiting the Cornwall-wide site a month, could be well worth your while.
You can either fill in the online form at http://cornwall-link.co.uk/submit-a-service/
or call 01872 266383 to get a personalised listing. You can even add your own
photos, videos and website links if you want to.

Downderry and Seaton WI
After last month’s New Year lunch, first meeting of our singing group and visit to
the chocolate factory at St. Eval, we now prepare for the coming year at our Annual
Meeting on Tuesday 13th February at the Zone, 1.00 pm. Look forward to seeing
you there! JD.

Mobile Library Dates

Your next Tuesday visit will be 12th Feb, 12th March, 9th April, 7th May 4th June.
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The Copley Charity Bake Sale in memory of Zachary Bradburn and held
on December 22nd 2018 was a wonderful success. So many people came and we
were all touched by how many of you baked or bought food. Thank you so much.
Special thanks to my friend Claire who came down from Manchester to sing
Christmas songs for the afternoon. It was a fantastic atmosphere and everyone was
happy. I am proud to announce that we raised the amazing sum of £600 in memory
of my lovely brother. This will be donated to Air Ambulance and Mind charities.
Rachel Bradburn Collings.

News from Residents Association - DaSRA
Two residents have joined the six-strong Committee of DaSRA. Elsa Guilfoyle
will be known to many, having spent 8 years taking our phone calls to book a seat
on the Community Bus. She now is happy to be a contact for residents who want
DaSRA to act on community issues. Matt Belding, who previously lived in
Downderry before moving to Seaton, now looks forward to talking to many Seaton
residents about matters of interest in the west side of the village. You can reach
Elsa, Matt and all other Committee members by emailing info@dasra.co.uk
Those residents who attended the public meeting held at the Zone last November to
hear Cornwall Rural Housing Association’s plans for a development in Broads
Yard may be wondering what is happening. Dave Gatland, DaSRA Committee
Member following Planning Issues, has received an update from CHRA (11 Jan
2019) “ We confirm that it still our intention to submit a planning application for
this scheme but as is often the way some elements are taking longer to complete
than anticipated. However this does give us some extra time to consider all the
comments we received at the consultation event both positive and negative”.
Do follow DASRA website - dasra.co.uk - for latest information on Planning and
other local news. Dates for diaries. Beach Clean on Saturday 9th March and 14
April. DaSRA Committee Member, Maura Swabey, is liaising with Looe Marine
Conservation and Clean Cornwall to co-ordinate a Beach Clean on Downderry
Beach on Saturday 9th March and on Seaton Beach on Sunday 14th April. DaSRA
hope that "The Clean"will become a regular event, perhaps twice a year. More
details will follow in next month’s NutTree and on website DaSRA.co.uk but do
email info@dasra.co.uk to express an interest in taking part. Laura Done, Chair,
DaSRA.

Eliot Hall - Soup and Pudding Lunch
Eliot Hall Community Centre Tuesday 12 February 2019 12 - 2 pm
Come and join us at the Eliot Hall in St Germans for the second soup and pudding
lunch of 2019. Enjoy a bowl of warming soup and a delicious dessert for only £5
and meet friends new and old. Chance your arm in the raffle and finish off with a
hot drink of your choice.
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Port Eliot Festival Village Tickets Applications Open!
Applications for village tickets are now open (hurrah!).

We have decided to keep the process for buying village tickets online, there were
some teething issues last year so thank you for bearing with us. We’ve since made
some improvements which we are hoping will simplify things further you can read
about these changes and access the online form via our website
www.porteliotfestival.com/village-tickets
If you applied last year you know the process, and now you just need to log in and
complete the form again, uploading your documents as proof of address for the
village of St Germans. You must do this for each Adult and Young Person you
are requesting tickets for.
If you do not have the internet, then a paper version of the form can be
collected from the village shop. Applications will be reviewed and if everything
is in order then we will respond with a ticket purchasing link. We plan to do this in
April 2019. The Applications deadline is Friday 26th April 2019. Please email
info@porteliotfestival.com if you have any questions.

St Germans & Area Public Transport Group
Bus Changes in May - Representatives of Citybus have had various discussions
in our area in recent months, and have two proposals which should please many
people in Downderry, Seaton, Widegates and St Germans etc.
Citybus says: “This is where we stand at present: the service 75 will be removed
from St Germans and will revert to its previous route via Widegates. This will see
the journey time between Torpoint and Liskeard back to just under an hour. We
will then introduce a service 71 that will operate from Liskeard to Menheniot,
Polbathic, St Germans, Tideford, Landrake and will terminate at Saltash Fore
Street. This will run 4 times a day in both directions. Anyone wishing to continue
onto Plymouth has a much better location and choice to transfer at Saltash Fore
Street. Anyone who wishes to travel to Looe can do so by changing buses at
Tideford for the 72.”
Citybus will be keeping Parish Councils informed; and the Public Transport Group
will keep you in touch with proposals. We hope to produce an easy to read May bus
timetable for the new 75 and 71 services once we have the details.
Alan Cousins (230106)
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The Zone a fresh expression of the methodist church in Downderry
The Chapel by the Sea
The service for February is on Sunday 10th February at 5pm.
This will be taken by The Reverend Jonathan Budd our
Superintendent Minister. There will be refreshments after the
service. We welcome anyone who wishes to join us.

St Germans and District Twinning Association
Thank you to everyone that came and supported our Burns Night celebrations. It
was a fantastic evening enjoyed by all. A special thank you to Val Dawson from the
Liskeard Scottish dancing group for her superb 'calling' although it was far more
along the lines of coaching, coaxing and organising an unruly rabble! We are
preparing for our two yearly trip across the channel to spend early May bank
holiday weekend with our Breton friends. It isn't too late to join us, if you fancy
taking part. Membership to the association is £20 per year for adults, and free for
children. You would need to book your own passage on the ferry, but on arrival we
are accommodated and entertained wonderfully. It is a really good opportunity to
learn a little more about the culture and lives of our near neighbours across the
channel. Language is never a barrier - as dictionaries of old have become a phone
app. so translation is very straightforward. However a few hours in it can be fun to
communicate with the language of laughs and smiles over good food and drinks
with friends. New 'twinners' are matched as closely as possible, and the weekend is
always a mixture of 'free' time with our hosts, and communal events with the whole
crowd. Please email me, Biddy on biddy_daniel@yahoo.co.uk if you'd like some
more info....

Cornwall Hospice Care
It was lovely to see so many of you last month. Hope to see you all again for the
next Baked Potato Lunch on Thursday 21st February 11.30am-1pm £5.

Tideford Royal British Legion
Welcome to the Soup and Pud lunch 2019! Saturday 16th February 12 to 1.30pm
Legion in the Community to support Legion funds.
Delicious soups and puddings, enjoy a nice lunch to
warm and treat yourself . Gluten free options available
Just turn up - £5 on the door
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Looe Marine Conservation Group
Love Your Beach Day
Thursday 14th February, 14:15 – 16:15, Millendreath
What better way to show your love for the beaches this Valentine’s Day than to join
our friendly group to clean Millendreath Beach near Looe? The kit is provided, all
we ask is that you come along in suitable clothing and footwear. Under 18s must be
accompanied by an adult.

Half term Rockpool Ramble
Thursday 21st February, 12:00 – 14:00
Meet at Hannafore beach, West Looe, below the coastguard station
Come and join local experts as we explore the rocky shore, finding lots of the
amazing critters that live on it! Learn about starfish, crabs, fish, anemones and lots
more at this educational event that is guaranteed to satisfy the whole family.
Booking isn’t required for our rockpool rambles, but we do ask that all attendees
come along with suitable footwear (no flip flops) and leave their nets at home as
they can harm delicate rockpool creatures. Under 18s must be accompanied by an
adult. For any more information, please contact looevmca@gmail.com.

Letters
Earthly Angels Spread Joy in Downderry
… namely Maggie, Sandra, Ann and Jean … who, with incredible generosity,
produced a highly professional and utterly delicious Christmas Lunch for people
who needed company and cheer on the big day. It was their gift to the Community
and they were backed up by very generous donations, some from people who
weren’t even attending.
Those of us who enjoyed the very warm welcome, the friendship and wonderful
meal, are so grateful to the ‘ Fabulous Four' and to their supporters. Your planning
and dedicated work made Christmas Day 2018 very special.
Thank you, thank you everyone. Ann and Graham Danton
I would like to thank the fantastic four Maggie, Ann, Sandra and Jean who
worked so hard and others who contributed behind the scenes. uch thought was put
in to the day which was just wnderful. It was and is much appreciated. Many. many
thanks, Tess.

Christmas Day Lunch
Anne, Sandy, Maggie and Jean would like to say a big thank you to everyone who
joined us on Christmas Day at the village hall and for all kind donations and good
wishes. Any leftover goods and moneys have gone back into the community
including a donation to the community bus. Blessings all round....x
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Rita’s Rota
February 2018 Dates
1 10.00 CM CZ;
3 9.30 PCC SNCh; 11.00 Eucharist
SNCh
4 11.30 CB Looe;
5 9.30 CB Plymouth
7 9.30 CB Liskeard; 2.30 Thursday
Club EHSG
8 9.30 CB Exeter; 10.00 CM CZ;
9 2.00 CB Trago Mills;
10 9.30 Morning prayer HC; 11.00
Parish Praise SGPC; 5.00 Service CZ
12 9.30 CB Plymouth ; Mobile library
9.45 SG Alms, 10.15 SG Quay Rd, 1.55
IOS, 2.40 Seaton Car Pk; 12.00 Soup
and pud EHSG; 1.00 DSWI AGM CZ

19 9.30 CB Plymouth; 1.00 wi Singing
CZ
20 9.30 CB Truro; 7.30 SG Garden
Club EHSG
21 9.30 CB Liskeard; 11.30 Hospice
BP lunch DSVH; 2.30 Thursday Club
EHSG
22 10.00 CM CZ;
23 10.00 Big Bfast DSVH
24 9.30 Morning prayer SNCh; 11.00
Morning prayer SGPC
26 9.30 CB Plymouth
28 9.30 CB Liskeard; 6.30 Deviock PC
Planning CZ; 6.30 for 7.30 Bingo DSVH
March 1st 7.30 DSVH AGM

CZ Downderry Coastal Zone; CA
Copley Arms; DSC D’derry
School; DSVH Dderry & Seaton
VH; PolH Polbathic Hall; EHSG
Eliot Hall St G; HC H’ford Church;
13 6.30 for 7, Panto DSVH
HCH H’ford Church Hall; IOS Inn
14
9.30 CB Liskeard; 2.15 Beach on the Shore; SGMC St G
clean Millndreath; 2.30 Memory café Methodist Ch; SGPC St G Priory
CZ 6.30 for 7, Panto DSVH; 7.00 BSO
Church; SkMH Sheviock Mem
Resonate Strings SGPC; 7.30 Deviock
Hall; SCP Seaton Country Park;
PC CZ
SNCh St Nicolas’ Church; TC
Tideford Church; TRBL Tideford
15 10.30 Bus CM DSVH; 6.30 for 7,
RBL Hall; WVH W’gates V Hall
Panto DSVH
Copy for Rita’s Rota should be sent
to ritasrota@yahoo.co.uk by 15th of
16 12.00 soup & pud TRBL; 6.30 for 7, the preceding month.
Panto DSVH
17 9.30 Eucharist SNCh; 11.00
Eucharist SGPC
Disclaimer : the editorial group accepts no responsibility for views
expressed in any edition of Nut Tree. Nonetheless we will try to be as
accurate as possible and desire similar factual correctness from our
correspondents.

