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Happy New Year to All... 
Please email copy to nuttree.editor@yahoo.com or post to ‘Tremaye’ Downderry by 
17th of the preceding month. Any enquiries ring 250629. 
 
Nature 
Most readers are aware of the emblem of the RSPB,  the Avocet, that attractive, black 
and white wader with the upturned bill. The spread in its breeding area and in the 
location of wintering birds has been a great success since the war. In 1947 it re-
established itself on the coast of Suffolk and has now spread to the north of England and 
South Wales. Although it favours brackish lagoons it has started to breed inland. Many 
birds move west in winter and are a popular attraction on the Exe and Tamar estuaries. 
The population is augmented by birds from the continent. However you do not have to 
take a boat trip from Plymouth to see them; because they may be observed downriver of 
St Germans at Wacker. Recently I noted over 80 there actively feeding. They move 
from the Tamar when feeding areas are covered by silt in heavy rains. Once I saw an 
individual bird interrupting its migration on a rockpool in Downderry, an odd 
occurrence which proves that you never know what may turn up.    Alan Payne 
 
Climate Emergency  
Many of you may have read the latest news about climate change, and it makes 
depressing reading. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change said in the last few 
weeks that "Limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees centigrade will require rapid, far 
reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society." Reading this may give a 
feeling of hopelessness, but together we can make a positive difference. We can make 
our own changes, talk to others and make a big noise at big companies, our politicians  
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and the businesses we use. Let's lead the way! Here are five actions to begin. 
1. Switch to renewable energy providers and green your commute - walk or cycle if you 
can, use public transport or car share if you can't. We are lucky to have a train station in 
St Germans and buses through both parishes. Pick up timetables from St Germans 
Community Shop. 
2. Buy local food and buy more local vegetables - especially if they're grown in a good 
way, without chemicals (all of which use fossil fuels). We are lucky to have several 
excellent village shops in our parishes. Support them and not only are you doing your 
bit, but also keeping your money in the local economy. 
3. Don't throw any food away! We waste so much - give yourself the challenge to waste 
'nothing'. 
4. Get informed: start with www.friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change 
5. Join the many who are already writing to MPs in Cornwall - and they're replying! 
And join the Climate Vision Pledge Group: climatevision.co.uk/top-ten-pledges 
Then join the bigger movement! There is a climate change Extinction Rebellion group 
that meets at the Halfway House in Polbathic on Tuesdays at 7pm. They are a really 
friendly active group and new members are always welcome.                Lizzy Stroud 
 
 
From the Parishes  - St. Germans 
Seasonal greetings from St.Germans Parish  
At the December meeting, a member of the public asked the Parish to commit to being 
Carbon Neutral to help limit climate changes which were discussed at a global meeting 
in Katowice. The chairman highlighted things which the Parish has supported in respect 
to planning on renewables. It was agreed on a majority vote that individual councillors 
would investigate other possible options that could be adopted. Also at the meeting the 
new train timetable for January to May 2019 was distributed. A recommendation from 
the finance committee not to increase the 2018/2019 precept for 2019/2020 was 
unanimously passed. So for the coming financial year, the Parish will have a 0% 
increase over the current year precept. 
News on the closure of Doctors Lane, it is thought that repairs will begin in early 
January and should be reopened soon after remedial work has been completed. 
Some councillors are working to host public meeting in various location, with the view 
to identify issues that are problematic to the local communities. There is a lot of 
preparation needed before the Parish consults with the various wards, this is thought to 
be in April. With yet another bank closing in Saltash, the Parish has been asked if Nat 
West mobile banking could call at more rural villages, in particular St. Germans  
There has been no further action with respect to the proposed new car park at St. 
Germans train station. Cornwall Council are awaiting a response from GWR before any 
planning application can be submitted. 
Finally , Tideford play park has had repairs carried out which had been highlighted 
following the weekly inspections. More work is scheduled when weather permits and 
this may not be until the spring 
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Deviock 
Local Neighbourhood Plan meetings normally take place at the Coastal Zone, 
Downderry on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend 
Deviock Parish Council Loan Fund The Council provides interest free loans (up to 
£1,000) to local organisations for specific projects (subject to terms and conditions).  
Please contact the Clerk or one of the councillors if your organisation thinks it could 
benefit from this service. 

 
 Parish Office opening hours are:-Wednesdays: 2pm – 4pm, Thursdays: 9am – 12 noon 
www.deviockparish.org.uk (Agendas and Minutes are available on the website) 
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News from Cornwall - Jesse Foot 
"Happy New Year to one and all and here's to hoping for a 
brighter 2019.   At the beginning of December 2018, the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for England announced their 
final recommendations regarding divisional boundaries for Cornwall 
Councillors starting in 2021.  The number of councillors will be 
reduced from 123 to 87.  St Germans and its parishes will be included in a new division 
called St Germans and Rame Peninsula. This effectively doubles the size of the 
electorate and increases the geographical area significantly.  As a result, the role of your 
Cornwall Councillor will change to one of a more strategic nature.  A large amount of 
work will be undertaken from a constitution and governance perspective to ensure the 
democratic side of the council runs as effectively as possible.  Following on from 
the larger Cornwall Council divisional changes, there there will also be a Community 
Governance review looking at current parish boundaries and if any changes are 
needed.  Please get in touch if you are aware of any local changes that might help 
our parishes function better. Also announced in December was the disappointing news 
that there will not be a Cornish Tick box on the next census in 2021.  One will still be 
able to identify as Cornish but will have to tick other and write Cornish or, using the 
online census return, there will be an electronic drop down option to identify as 
Cornish.  There will be more news about this in the future. Finally, I am 
genuinely hoping for a brighter 2019 for one and all, but this will only happen if each 
one of us takes positive steps to follow the golden rule. My new year's resolution is not 
about losing weight, getting more exercise or spending less time looking at 
screens...though all of these would be good for me to do anyway.   My resolution is to 
treat other people the way I'd like to be treated or do unto others as I would have others 
do unto me.  From a practical point of view this means putting myself into other 
people's shoes, listening to and understanding their concerns,  thinking about their 
needs, and helping to meet those needs.  This is easier said than done as I am a naturally 
selfish person - ask my wife and daughters.  And applying the Golden Rule to the ones 
with whom we are closest is often the biggest challenge, but that is where I will start 
with my application of the Rule.  I hope you will join me in trying to take care of those 
around us a bit better in 2019.  As always, please get in touch if I may assist with 
anything Council related.  Oll an Gwella, Jesse - eMail: 
jesse.foot@cornwallcouncillors.org.uk Tel: 07449372274" 
 
Soup and Pud Lunch 
Saturday 12th  January 10.30-1.30pm St.Nicolas Church, Downderry 
Come along for  coffee  and then a hearty soup  and selection of   delicious  puddings . 
There is no fixed  fee, please  pop a donation  in the  basket on the table . 
There are also  charity stalls   selling lots of lovely goodies  and a raffle. 
For a free charity table  please  contact David Watters on 01503-250521 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
Tideford and St Germans Royal British Legion would like to thank 
you all most sincerely for your support of our fundraising campaign 
during the Armistice Centenary Remembrance. From 1 October 2017 
to 30 September 2018 we collected a magnificent £4,486-86p and then during the 
November Appeal raised a further £3,204-88p. This will make so much difference to so 
many of our service community who live in Cornwall. Thank you all so very much for 
your generous support throughout the year and please look out for and come along to 
our forthcoming events. If you would like to know more about joining, you don’t have 
to have a connection with the Armed Services, please call 01752 851406 M. Hocking, 
President RBL Tideford &St Germans 
 
The   Children’s  Society  collection  2018    
Update  From Sandra  Miles-Taylor As the new  local coordinator, taking over  from 
Steve  Liddicoat, who has   done   a great job for many years, THANKS  STEVE. 
I'm  now collecting all the Children’s  Society   boxes  you hold at home. I want  to 
say  a huge thank you to the   residents  who have  collection (or  even as  some  say 
'swear')  boxes   for the Children’s  Society   in your  homes   and    supporting me  as I 
learn the  ropes. The work https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/. does is  amazing.    
The total this year  from those of  you  who put your  change in the boxes : £332.25p 
and will be recieved in time for Christmas. THANK YOU  all for that. It  can make 
a  huge  difference   to a   child in a  desperate  situation. If you   too would  like  a 
box  please  call me on  01503-250798. It is  amazing  how  quickly those  pennies  add 
up .  If you think  you  could make  a difference  to a  child  in   sad  situation  just  pop 
the  pennies  and  loose  change  in. THANK YOU  to all local  folk  who did that 
in  2018  and  tolerated    me in  my first   collection    experience. If you want to learn 
more    the  work  of The Children’s Society please use  the web link shown above and 
remember : We are a national charity that works with the country's most 
vulnerable children and young people. We listen. We support. We act. Because no 
child should feel alone.   THANKS  AGAIN,  Sandra 
 
Save The Children 
Many thanks to everyone who continues to support Save the Children events; December 
events have raised £675 which includes events in Torpoint, Saltash and a bucket 
collection at Wilko in Plymouth. The money has gone to support programmes in the UK 
as well as overseas, to improve the lives of children and reduce their suffering.  Chris W 
 
Christmas Boxes for Refugee Children-Open hearts Open Borders 
We had a magnificent response to this appeal and we took about 45 boxes to the Depo 
in Saltash from where they have set off to Greece for children living in a sea of mud and 
despair. Special thanks to Will Doyle and the Cubs for collecting items and spending an 
evening filling boxes, doubling our offering 
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Downderry and District Community Bus 
Downderry Community Bus Telephone Number for booking a seat is 01503 250 611 
(since the changeover of contact telephone number for the Downderry Community Bus 
bookings, I understand there have been several mis-dialled calls.)_ 

 
 
Mobile Library - St Germans, Crafthole, Downderry etc. 
Dates for January to June 2019 (times are as before) 
Tuesdays - 15 Jan, 12th Feb, 12th Mar, 9th Apr, 7th May and 4th June 
 
The Zone a Fresh Expression of the Methodist Church in Downderry 
The Chapel by the Sea 
The service for January will be on Sunday 13th Jan at 5pm 
It will be a covenent service with Holy Communion. All welcome. 
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Polbathic Players 
Polbathic Players are delighted to present their 40th Pantomime  
with the help of local youngsters from Polbathic Youth Theatre. Snowenna White 
and the Seven Cornish Piskies is a new production written by members of Polbathic 
Players and set in South East Cornwall.  
Will Snowenna escape the clutches of the evil, jealous Witch Queen who wants to kill 
Snowenna, aided and abetted by her squabbling Witch sisters?  
Will Snowenna’s undercover fairy Godmother, Mary, find true love second time round? 
Will Snowenna marry Prince Quince? 
Why are Handsome and Gruesome scattering pasty crumbs? 
And who keeps turning the blessed signpost around? 
Fun and frolics to be had at Polbathic Hall on 25th and 26th January and 31st January, 1st 
and 2nd February 2019 (Saturday 26th 5.30pm all other performances 7.30pm) Tickets 
from 2nd January 2019 at St Germans shop and Halfway House, Polbathic. 
Don’t miss it or you’ll be sorry…Oh Yes You Will!! 
 
 
St Germans & Area Public Transport Group 
BUSES     Please note part of the 75 bus timetable in the December issue was incorrect. 
The headings on the table lined up incorrectly: I hope this time it comes out right. 
 
75 bus timetable.  Torpoint to Liskeard  
    SD SSH SD SSH  
Torpoint 0825 1025 1225 1325 1425 1525 1625 1803 
Downderry 0854 1054 1254 1354 1454 1554 1654 1832 
Hessenford 0903* 1103* 1303* 1403 1503* 1603 1703* 1841 
St 
Germans 

0914 1114 1314 1414 1514 1614 1714 1852 

Liskeard 0950 1150 1350 1450 1550 1650 1750 1906 
SD = School days SSH = Saturdays & school  holidays 
*connects with service 72 from Plymouth (& to Looe & Polperro) 
 
TRAINS     The new January to May timetables should be delivered with this issue. Be 
especially careful when travelling, to check the times of trains before you set off, 
especially between Sunday 17 February and Friday 8 March. There will be engineering 
work in tunnels between Taunton and Tiverton Parkway. The long-distance Paddington 
to the SW services will be diverted, replacement coaches will take passengers between 
Taunton and Exeter St Davids, and train times in Cornwall may be affected. In the 
same period track renewals between Totnes and Plymouth mean there will be a reduced 
number of trains running on an amended timetable, with possible effects on train times 
in Cornwall.             Alan Cousins 
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Eliot Hall 
Post-Christmas Pasty and Blues  - Eliot Hall, St Germans  
Saturday 5th January 2019, Doors open 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start 
Leave the apron and the oven gloves at home and relax with music from Blasé Blues 
and a tasty seasonal pasty. Blasé Blues are a guitar/vocals duo playing in a lively blues 
style who will entertain you during the evening with music from the Rolling Stones and 
Fleetwood Mac amongst many others.  Bring your own drinks - alcoholic or otherwise - 
to help the evening go with a swing. 
Tickets only £5 a head - available from St Germans Community Shop, PL12 5NR. 
 
Soup and Pudding Lunch 
Eliot Hall Community Centre, St Germans  
Tuesday January 15 2019 Come and join us for warming food and conversation as we 
kick off with the first lunch of the season. Only £5 plus our usual raffle. 
 
Downderry and Seaton Village Hall 
Be in the know by following us on Facebook @ Downderry and Seaton Village Hall, or 
go to our website @ www.downderryandseatonvillagehall.co.uk and subscribe to 
receive Village Hall news via email.  HALL EVENTS - The first BIG 
BREAKFAST of the year is on Saturday 19th January. So if you like a hearty 
breakfast, especially on a cold misty morning, then this is a must for you. Open from 
10.00am to 1.00pm and costs only £4.95, which includes a tea or coffee. It could also be 
the ideal time to get a bargain on the Bric-a-Brac and Book Stall.  Our next COFFEE 
MORNING is on Tuesday 29th January when you can enjoy Tea, Coffee and a 
Crumpet, all for just £1. There will be a Bric-a-Brac and Book Stall and you know what 
they say - you have to be in it to win it - so don't forget to buy Raffle tickets for that 
morning's draw. All are welcome, including well behaved dogs, at both of these events. 
It's nearly PANTO TIME and this is always a popular event, so buy your tickets early, 
after all, you won't want to miss the Drama Group making fools of themselves or seeing 
their fabulous costumes and the scenery. 'What dastardly plot has the evil Zelda 
Blackadder got in store for the beautiful Princess Arora. Will the King and Queen be 
able to keep the princess safe by hiring a special agent from M15. Who will be the hero 
on the day and save the sleeping beauty?' Who: The Downderry and Seaton Village 
Hall Drama Group. You will see lots of familiar faces and some making their stage 
debut, supported by an innovative production team. What: Sleeping Beauty written by 
Julie Petrucci and Chris Shin. Why: To give you a night to remember and help support 
the Village Hall. When: 13th, 14th, 15th and 16th February 2019. Where: Downderry 
and Seaton Village Hall. How: Tickets will be on sale at the end of January. For more 
details keep an eye on www.downderryandseatonvillagehall.co.uk, Facebook and 
posters around the village. 
Coming in February……. Wednesday 13th to Saturday 16th  - it's Panto time, 7.30pm 
Saturday 23rd - Big Breakfast, 10.00am to 1.00pm 
Thursday 28th - first Bingo of the year, 7.30pm eye's down. 
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Whitsand Harmony 
The  choir invited you all to their Christmas celebration,  and many of you 
came.  Thanks to the hard work of the Hall committee and some volunteers the hall was 
beautifully decorated.   An evening of fun, music and laughter not only entertained, but 
also raised over £400 for Parkinson's UK,  plus donations for the choir.  Thank you to 
everyone who was so generous with their time and money. 
 
St Germans & District Garden Club  
A Happy New Year to everyone. We saw out 2018 with our annual Christmas Dinner 
kicking off with Mulled wine and it was a very enjoyable evening. We start our 
programme for 2019 with a talk by Gary Long who is the Head Gardener at Trewithen 
Gardens. He is going to talk about the history of Trewithen and give us a ‘Virtual Tour’. 
That is on Wednesday 16th January at 7.30pm in the Eliot Hall. 
 
St Germans and District Twinning Association 
A very Happy New year to all our members.  Why not blow away those dismal January 
Blues and come and join us on Saturday 19th January at Downderry for our Burn’s 
Night Dinner and Ceidilh starting at 7pm. A good way to lift the spirits and dance the 
night away!  There will be traditional Haggis (plus an alternative for those who aren’t 
keen on haggis!) and afterwards Scottish dancing to traditional music. Advanced tickets 
only at £12.50 a head from Biddy on 250010 (Downderry) and  Ann  on 232932  or 
Hilary on 230305 ( St Germans ) 
 
Parkinson's UK 
Every hour two people in the UK are diagnosed with this debilitating and progressive 
condition,   and all research into causes and treatment is reliant on donations.  During 
2018,  one way and another,   Downderry and Seaton have raised £890.50 for the 
charity.  Thank you to everyone who has helped to make this possible.   
 
Cornwall Hospice Care 
The first Baked Potato Lunch of 2019 will be on Thursday 10th January. 
11.30am-1pm £5. All welcome With very best wishes to all our supporters for 2019 
 
Nut Tree editorial group 
Thanks to all our contributors, readers and deliverers  
for your continued support. We are very grateful for all the extra help  
that has come forward after recent requests with distribution and editing.  
We also deeply appreciate all the positive feedback that we receive.  
We continue to endeavor to ensure a monthly copy arrives on the doorstep for each 
resident of St Germans and Deviock parishes, with useful information about the 
community news and event. We welcome any new contributors. 
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St Germans Thursday Club 
Our last trip of 2018,  on 13th Dec to the Christmas Market at Lemon Quay, Truro, was 
much enjoyed despite cold, windy weather. Truro has many really good cafes and the 
samples to be had at the Xmas Mkt were most tasty. The bus was nearly full - only 2 
spare seats.  
The month of January is for working out our 2019 programme, for which we'll be 
suggesting and selecting activities, speakers, and trips.There are already some very 
interesting plans, but we need your ideas and choices. Come and see, and why not 
become a member? - the yearly subscription is £10. The club will also be accepting 
members' nominations for the 2019 committee. 
On the 10th January we'll have a film afternoon, with Lizzy Stroud presenting some 
short films of local interest 
On the 24th January we'll share poems and short stories, or newspaper articles, or 
recipes, old photos or evocative objects with a story to them. 
If you have something to be shown or shared, please enquire. 
For both afternoons business will be mixed with pleasure, refreshments and a raffle, and 
companionship for members and visitors. 
At 2:30 pm Thursday 10th and Thursday 24th January in the Eliot Hall St Germans 
Report by Sue Cousins (230106) 
 
Hessenford WI 
The year’s last meeting was of course a seasonal festive affair. Member Marie gave 
us  some tips on how to create a Christmas table decoration. So armed with secateurs, a 
few baubles and our own gathered foliage we set to and soon produced some lovely 
Centre pieces to grace our tables.We then had a tasty supper to which we had all 
contributed and shared presents.In January we will be having a Christmas lunch at a 
local hostelry and things then return to normal on 5th February with a talk by Simon 
Dell entitled “The Fair Arm of the Law”.                                                     Rose Gething 
 
Downderry WI  
Happy  New Year to all! New Year lunch for members on the 8th January, visit to the 
chocolate factory on the 31st. No walk in January. 
 
Exciting News if you like singing!  Downderry and Seaton WI are starting a Women’s 
singing group which is open to all women  starting on 22nd January 2019. 
We will be in the Coastal Zone (Methodist church) starting at 1.00 p.m. until 3.00 p.m. 
then every 4th Tuesday of the month 
Even if you think you can’t sing but enjoy singing in the bath or along to the radio why 
not come along and give it a go.  
No auditions required. Cost £3.00 per session. Contact Maura Swabey 01503250322  

10 



    DOWNDERRY & SEATON VILLAGE HALL 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
  

on FRIDAY, 1st MARCH 2019 
 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 

 

VILLAGE HALL MEMBERS and the COMMUNITY*  
ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND 

 

The AGM AGENDA will be on display in the main Hall, Porch, the window 
adjacent the Hall entrance, Snooker Room, on our website – 

www.downderryandseatonvillagehall.co.uk – and on local noticeboards on Friday, 
15th February, 2019. 

 

Refreshments will be served at the close of the meeting.   
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 

*Non-members are welcome to attend and participate but cannot vote.   
 

 

AGM:-   ELECTION of the VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE  
 

1. HALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO:- 
 

(a)  put forward proposals to change the Rules and/or the Membership fee. 
 

(b) stand, or nominate another Member to stand for election as either the President, a Vice 
President, Chair, Treasurer, Secretary or a Committee Member at the AGM on Friday, 1st 
March 2019.  Every candidate and nominee must provide their name, full contact details and 
the position for which they are standing by email or letter.  In the case of a Committee 
Member nomination, a letter is required, signed by both the nominator and the nominee.   In 
the case of a Vice President nomination, a letter is required stating the reason for the 
nomination and signed by the nominator only.  
 
2.  All proposals & candidates’ names will be published in the AGM agenda. 
 
 

3.  All proposals & candidates’ details must be received by the Secretary by:-  
NOON on THURSDAY, 31st JANUARY 2019 at the latest. 

 
Email: val@glastonbury-engineering.co.uk / Letters: posted in the Hall’s mailbox by the front 
entrance 
 
December, 2018                           Village Hall Committee 
or more information. 
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Rita’s		Rota			
January		2019	Dates	
 
1  New	Year’s	day	bank	holiday 
3		9.30	CB	Liskeard			7.30	Local	
Neighbourhood	Plan	CZ	
	
4	10.00	CM	CZ	
5	7.00	Pasty	and	bites	EHSG	
7		11.00	CB	Looe;	
8		9.30	CB	Plymouth;	D&S	WI	Lunch			
	
10		9.30	CB	Liskeard;	11.30	Hospice	BP	
lunch;	2.30	Thursday	Club	EHSG;	7.30	
Deviock	PC	CZ	
	
11	10.00	CM	CZ	
12		10.30	Soup,	pud	&	table	top	SNCh;	
2.00	CB	Trago	
13	5.00	Covenant	Service	CZ	
	
15		9.30	CB	Plymouth;	11.30	Soup	and	
pud	lunch	EHSG;	Mobile	Library	
16	9.30	CB	Truro;	7.30	St	Germans	
Garden	Club	EHSG	
17	9.30	CB	Liskeard	
	
18		10.30	CM	CB	DSVH	
19		10.00	Big	breakfast	DSVH;	7.00	
Twinners	Burn’s	night	DSVH	
22		9.30	CB	Plymouth;	1.00	D&S	WI	
Singing	group	CZ	

	
24		9.30	CB	Liskeard;	2.30	Thursday	
Club	EHSG;	6.30	Deviock	Planning	CZ	
25		BURNS	NIGHT		9.30	CB	Clarke’s	
Village;		10.00	CM	CZ;	7.30	Panto		
Snowenna	and	the	7	Piskies		PolH	
	
26		5.00	Panto	Snowenna	and	the	7	
Piskies	PolH			
29		9.30	CB	Plymouth;	10.00	CM	DSVH	
31		9.30	CB	Liskeard	
	
	
February		1		7.30	Panto	Snowenna	and	
the	7	Piskies	PolH	
2		7.30	Panto	Snowenna	and	the	7	
Piskies	PolH		PolH	
	
	
CZ Downderry Coastal Zone; CB 
Community bus;  DSVH Dderry & 
Seaton VH; PolH  Polbathic Hall; 
EHSG Eliot Hall St G; HC H’ford 
Church; HCH H’ford Church Hall; 
SGMC St G Methodist Ch;  SGPC St 
G Priory Church;;  SNCh St Nicolas’ 
Church; TC Tideford Church; TRBL 
Tideford RBL Hall; WVH W’gates V 
Hall	
Copy for Rita’s Rota should be sent to 
ritasrota@yahoo.co.uk by 15th of the 
preceding month. 

 
Happy  New Year all 
from Rita 

	
 

 
Disclaimer : the editorial group accepts no responsibility for views expressed in 
any edition of Nut Tree. Nonetheless we will try to be as accurate as possible and 
desire similar factual correctness from our correspondents.	 

 


